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Satire’s my weapun; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

f only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, skarpers, and directors.—PorPs. 


—O0000— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARE.. 
—<E 


From the Black Dwarf in. Warwick Gaol, to the 
Reformers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
ON TEE REJECTION OF THEIR PETITION FOR THE RE- 
LEASE OF MR. HUNT. 


Une Black Dwarf remonstrateth with them for their 
rudeness—Wonders how they can dare to speak 
truth on high matters—Adviseth them to learn the 
Parliamentary language—and to continue Peti- 
tioning. 


Fellow Countrymen, 
| In a luckless hour, you have offended the de- 

licacy of the honourable House of Commons! The sen- 
sitive nerves of the Members cannot bear the roughness 
of your language. You must put yourselves to school, 
and learn that courtesy of expression, which can season 
unpleasant truths so dexterously, as to make the receiv- 
ers swallow them like doses of falsehood. Really, my 
friends, you should have known better the sickly consti- 
tution of the House, which cannot bear the rough winds 
of plebian integrity to visit it so roughly. Were ye not 
Vou. VII. No, £3. 
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aware of the pudeng condition ef the majority? Did ye 
not know, that it is so irritable, at times, that it cannot 
bear its ewn cap upon its head ;—and yet you cla~ your 
rough hands upon it, without further ceremony than ye 
would use in complimenting an honest mastiff dog, if the 
stubborn faithful animal were guardian of the public 
purse, or public safety. It is well for you, that you live 
so far ** Pthe north :”—or the sergeant at arms had been 
directed to escort you te one of the boroughmonger- 
sciools for complaisance, called dungeons in the vulgar 
dialect of your forefathers. How could ye mistake your- 
selves so far?) You Northern Highlanders are famed for 
acuteness, and sagacely, as well as for stern integrity, 
and unshriv king courage! Why then offend your self- 
created liege-lords ? Fie, tte upon ye! Do mend your 
manvers; and when you venture again, to cook up a po- 
litical olla podrida, take care to scason it for the palates 
of those who are to eat it. Why, you have absolutely 
turned the stomachs of the majority. Only twenty-two 
would taste your dish; while one hundred and twenty- 
three declared it not fit even to be set upon the table.— 
Why did you season it so highly? You should have re- 
membered, that the House of Commons only receives 
humble petitions. You will probably say, you only spoke 
the truth! Lord help ye! ‘Truth has always been trea- 
son, When power did not like it !—and it is seldom in- 
deed that truth pleases great men. You committed also 
an unpardonable oversight, in not obtaining the sanction 
oi that Whig of Whigs, Sir Matthew White Ridley. 
Why not ask him to make the Petition tit for Aés palate, 
shat it might have pleased the honourable House ? What, 
you knew he would not ke it, did ye? You knew tt 
would not please him :—von were aware thatit was pep- 
pered to strongly ! You did uct even tell him what you 


aere about! No wonder that he was angry, and disowb- 
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jr Matthew did not like them either; which proves that 
sir Matthew does not know what he likes, or that he is 
determined not to like any thing you do! You arequite 
out of his good graces !—what will become of you? Do 
you expect to dive, after this offence to the great man, 
who is your representative, whether you will, or no? 
Then, to make bad worse, you must choose Mr. Lamb- 
ton to present your Petition. Why, Sirs, the Ministerial 
Journals do not think a whit better of him, than they do 
of Mr. Hunt. Whatever he introduces, is tainted in its 
arigin with treasonable good sense. Well might Mr. 
Freemantle* start, aghast at your audacity, in daring to 
mention, “the nrolorious and avowed corruption which 
“has crept into the House!” That honourable Member 
wishes you to learn, that you must not mention such 
matters, because it is contrary to the “ character and 
“ dignity” of the House, to have such matters talked 
about. While the corruption lies quiet in the House, it 
is not at ail hurtful to its character and dignity : but for 
you to stir up the corruption !—it is really abominable ; 
and no boroughmonger nostrils can bear the smell! Then 
again, you quite shocked Mr. Freemantle, by your refe- 
rence to “‘ the ¢dlegal, cruel, and zenfamous outrages 
 commilied at Manchester !” Why, bless ye, in sound 
Ministerial Parliamentary language, it was very egal, 
indeed, for the Yeomanry to kill whom they pleased, 
during the paroxysm of the excess of their “‘ wndebauch- 
“ed loyalty!” It was very merciful to hack and 
hew men, women, and children, who were endeavouring 
to fly from the scene of massacre ; and very famous, in- 
stead of infamous, for lying knaves to swear that no out- 
rages were committed! The majority of the honourable 
House, in effect. repeatedly decided, that to cut down 
men, woraen, and children, without their having been 
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ssuilty of any offence, Was perfectly right, and COrTES 

ponding with the real prenceples of the British Consti. 
tution’ How dare ye—ye audacious Reformers, to call 
the massacre of unoffending people, ‘ illegal, cruel, and 
‘infamous?’ It is denying the omnipotence of Parlia- 
ment; and [ know not what punishment you deserve. 
for calling murder, ¢//egal—and applying the harsh epi- 
thets of cruel, and infamous,to the conduct of the heroes 
of the 16th of August, 1819. Do provide yourselves 
with a Parliamentary vocabulary, and learn to behave 
better for the future! Then, you insolent remonstrants, 
how dare you talk of the sanction which the House had 
piven * to those who had advised his Majesty to approve 
‘ofthe slaughter of his Majesty’s subjects?” This is 
really beyond endurance. Why, the thing isan histori- 
cal fact—a notorious truth—a matter of fact in every 
body’s mouth! How dare you thus mention such a 
truth! Wis Majesty’s subjects were slaughtered. Six- 
teen were either killed on the spot, or received mortal 
injury! Tis Majesty was advised by his ministers to 
approve of the whole proceedings of the local authori- 
tics—nay, even to thank them for their labours, which 
had occasioned, and produced, the slaughter. The two 
Houses of Parliament decided that the ministry had done 
right, and thus conferred the parliamentary sanction. 
But how dare you mention this, when the parties wish 
the matter to be drowned in an eternal oblivion? The 
yeomanry are ashamed of their laurels, stained with the 
blood of women and of children. The magistrates are 
equally ashamed of theiv ministerial patronage, and 
the thanks they received for their barbarous and un- 
manly conduct. All the parties are heartily ashamed ot 
themselyes—and yet you must raise the spectres of the 
slaughtered beings to their eyes! Shame! shame 

Do be quict ; or if you must do something, send a_petl- 
tion to the House, and state that there never was 8 Mas- 
sacre at Manchester—that the ministers did not advis« 
the monarch to thank the slaughterers of his subjects— 
and that the parliamentdid not sanction the conduct of the 
vatronsof the slaughter! These will be gross falsehoods. 
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tistrue; but they will be too palatable to cerium appe- 

‘ites to be rejected; and, if any rude member should 

-emark that the petition was full of fibs, a score ot 

ministerial members will defend ye as good sor! of re- 

spectable people, and excellent subjects. Mr. Lushing- 

ton* had almost a fitof the ague, at your mentioning of 
“the bodily and mental torture which Mr. Hunt had 
“undergone, and which required atonement, by granting 
“ which that honourable house might be rendered sore 
“ fonourable”’ This Mr. Lushington observed was of 
w objectionable a nature, that he was sure no member 
of parliament who considered what wasdue tothe House, 
“could approve of it.” There were some few who did 
venture to approve of it; such as Mr. Lambton, Sir 
Robert Wilson, Mr. Bennett, Mr. James, Mr. Hob- 
house Mr. Hume, Mr. Monck, and a few more to the 
aumber of 22; but of course they did not consider 
“what was due to the House:”’—that is, they did not 
think truth unparliamentary, When the ministry dis- 
approved of it. You now see your error. You must 
avoid the truth: and make falsehood look as much 
like it as you can, to please certain ears. It is true that 
Mr. Hunt has experienced both menta! and bodily tor- 
ture; for itis torturing the body of an actively disposed 
man, to lock him in a solitary room for the greater part 
of the twenty-four hours, in a damp, unwholesome 
dungeon, where the rays of the sun are excluded for 
months in the year! ‘To consign a victim to the racking 
pains of rheumatism, arising from such treatment, is as 
much bodily torture, as if he had been subjected to the 
same degree of pain, by stretching him on the rack! 
Of the mental torture to which he has been subjected, it 
‘sunnecessary to state. And it is quite clear, that if the 
house were as honourable as it ought to be, which you 
probably disbelieve, stillit would become snore honoura- 
ble by the performance of another act, in which honour 
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aud justice were combined. But, as I have alread y tolc 
you, truth is your offence. These things are not for 
you to mention! You should have called Ilchester Bas- 
tile a paradise ; Bridle, and his friends the turn-keys, and 
Visiting magistrates angels of heaven; and Mr. Hunt the 
serpent. You hadt hen been listened to with delight - 
-—all your sins had been forgiven; all your sins had been 
forgiven! and the loyal, discriminating poople of New- 
castle had ye been called, instcad of radical incendiaries, 
and disaffected intriguers ! 

The most fatal effects of your petition were the portion 
of Mr. Wynn, the would-have-been Speaker of the 
{fouse, and the man who has just popped int. the snug 
sinecure which Mr. Canning has just popped out of. 
This man is a very Soiomon in forms and ceremonies ; 
and I dare say would be able to discover in a few weeks, 
the parliamentary method of turning outa he-cat, whe 
might have mistaken the squeak of a certain senator for 
the shrill treble of some she-grimalkin. Mr. James, 
Who thought your petition quite good enough for those 
to whom it was addressed, mistakenly attributed the 
declaration that the sale of seats in that house was as 
notorious as the sun at noon.day to the late Speaker ; 
When this precedent-eatcher, Mr. Wynn, denied that the 
Speaker had used such an expression, and represented 
that “highly respectable individual as expressing his 
“horror that such circumstances of corruption should 
* have been spoken of by any persons as being so noto- 
“rious.” This is all pure cnvention of Mr. Wynn's: 
for the Speaker, on the discovery of traffic in seats, by 
Castlereagh, and company, and the defence of such infamy, 
onaccount of its notoriety, exclaimed indignantly, that at 
such practices, the ancestors of the assembly would have 
started with horror! The declaration that the corrup- 
tion of the House was as notorious as the sun at noon 
day, and that seats were bought and sold as openly as 
rattle in Smithfield Market, with an offer to prove the 
facts at the bar, were contained in a petition presented 
to, and recernedd by the House, 1 believe, in 1794! So 
much for this cunning corrector of the mistakes of others 
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But to return to his anger against you, which was most 
awlul! Why he found out that you spoke of “ the 
« pindictiveand disgraceful persecutions heaped upon 
“ Mr. Hunt, now a prisoner in Ichester Gaol, for en- 
“ deayouring to obtain a peaceful and constitutional re- 
“form of the House of Commons!” More plain truth! 
Really it is unpardonable! Well might Mr. Wynn ex- 
claim that your object was to “ vélify, traduce, and de- 
“ grade, not only the House of Commons, but the ad- 
“jninistration of justice in the country !” Take care of 
yourselves! J should not be surprised if you were pro- 
secuted under the six acts, and all of ye sent to some of 
the “admirations of the world,” with which this country 
abounds. Mr. Robert Peel, who was dedicated to the 
principles of Mr. Pitt, even in his swaddling clothes, is 
also against you. He says, your petition was “ a studied 
* attempt to throw obloquy and insult upon all the insti- 
“ tutions of the country !’—that you “ charged the go- 
“vernment with instituting véndictive prosecutions,” a 
thing that such pretty political turtle-doves never could 
have contemplated !—thbat you had “ cast a slur upon the 
“admiaistration of justice,” whose ermined robes had 
never heen stained before ; and that you “ stated that 
“the Juiges had punished Mr. Hunt merely because he 
* brought about the subject of reform :” which, by the 
bye, voudid not say, whatever you might think ; but which 
had before been said by more than one member of par- 
lament. You see the dilemma in which you are placed. 
Sir Matthew disowns you, in the name of a large por- 
lion of the “ respectable” part of the inhabitants ; and 
the next step may be to send the Manchester Yeomanry 
to arrest you, and a special commission to try you for 
high treason! 1 would not alarm you; but you are in 
anawful state! r 


To bea little serious, your petition has been rejected — 


vs that is no great matter; for whether the honourable 
ma receives, or rejects, petitions, the effect is ~ 
@same. Indeed, it is often better th‘ 
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stated to be the mention of unpleasant truths, which 
must be rejected, because they cannot be refuted. Some 
friends of reform perceiving that petitions are not at- 
tended to, have determined to pefition no more. And 
as far as expecting any attention to petitions for reform 
they have wisely concluded that it is hopeless. But there 
is another object in petitioning, which is fully answered, 
without the leave of the honourable house—it is the 
publication of the statements of such petitions in every 
part of the empire. Every newspaper must partially 
notice the parliamentary proceedings ; anda debate is an 
important advertisement of the subjects under consider- 
ation. So that it is still wise, and useful, to send up pe- 
titions to the House of Commons, as frequently as pos- 
sible. It is a great point gained, te see certain honour- 
able opponents of ours, striving to suppress the men- 
tion of corruption, but not even daring to deny its ex- 
istence. The facts, they are obliged to admit ; and every 
admission recruits the forces of the Reformers. Formerly 
the corruption wasstoutly denied! There was no such 
thing; and the vengeance of the House has visited those 
who hinted at the possibility of its existence. Now the 
charge is admitted—it is entered on the Journals of the 
House—it is re-echoed by many of the members of the 
House—and it is defended by the majority—but they do 
not like it to be mentioned by the peopLe! Tow weak, 
how contemptibly weak, does the new Secretary of State 
appear, when he says—“‘ as to the declaration respecting 
‘‘ the imputed notorious corruption of the House, if they 
“once admitted the principle that such an allegation 
“ could be allowed in petitions, it would be too late to 
<¢ stop the repetition of such language !” What wretched 
ground for a minister to take! He is unable to deny the 
tact—he shrinks from any attempt to shew the charge 18 
unfounded—but he calls upon his creatures not to admit 
the principle! But it is too Zate to refuse to receive such 
petitions, They have heen received ; and this imputed 
corruption is recorded on the Journals, in more instances 
than one. Be not therefore discouraged. Petition again, 
and again. when you have leisure for you will neves 
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vant subjects. It will form an equally agreeable, and 
ultimately profitable amusement. The boroughmongers 
will be placed clearly before the public ; and their mi- 
yious Will do more to expose themselves, than a thousand 
ens can do to expose them, if you can call them up in 
the Honse of Commons. Next to the benefit of obtain- 
ng areform, will be to shew that your national calami- 
ties, and public insults arise from the want of It; and 
that all the opponents of reform are interested ta ex- 
sting abuses! This course is at once as easy, as itis 
useful. The forms of the House enable the Reformers 
io make at least, this use of it; and they will do well te 
avail themselves of the privilege while it exists. 

Thy friend and well wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
ae 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Fellow Bonze, at Japan. 


et ee 


DIFFICULTY OF DISPOSING OF MR, CANNING ; THE FIRST 
PERFORMER OF THE AGE !—WITH GOOD ADVICE TO 
HIM, TO SET UP FOR HIMSELF. 

“The won’t have him! What a pity!” 
Respected F riend, 
| [am afraid thou wilt not have any opportu- 
nity of being introduced to this great and celebrated 
individual. [ am afraid that his uncommon merits are 
beyond the comprehension of the mercantile philosophers, 

Whose sanction is necessary to the appointment of the 

tion tara of India: for I think I perceive a disposi- 

“Pais € 2 some one else to fill that exalted situation. 

elabliheoe hi having done so much for India, in 

months. a pass gions there in the course of a few 

“a King at Wholereams of dispatches in four 

ve Years, that his services should not be accepted : 
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but f fear le must make up his mind to teel how “ sharpe; 
‘than a serpents tooth, is man’s ingratitude.” At 
home, there is no room for his brilliant talents. The 
hobby-horse he wishes to ride, 1s mounted by my friend 
Castlereagh, who has no inclination to dismount, to ac- 
commodate his Reght Honourable Friend! And in 
truth, the great performer having once very unhand- 
somely attempted to wrhorse Aim, in no very fair me- 
thod, it cannot be expected that any disposition to ac- 
commodate him can exist in that-quarter. Butif he could 
have been provided for abroad, it would have been agree- 
able to all parties. A new title, a large fortune, and « 
residence in the East for half a dozen years, might have 
metamorphosed the son of Mrs. Llunn, into something 
great indeed ; and taken from his abuse of the dower 
orders, that indescribable absurdity, which was attached 
to a knowledge of his personal descent. But I sincerely 
apprehend, that George Canning will remain George 
Canning to the end of the chapter. For at a meeting of 
the Indian managers, last week, I find great alarm ex- 
pressed lest an emproper person should be nominated ; 
and ] have heard ne one nominated but this highly-gifted 
gentleman! A Mr. Jackson conjured his colleagues “not 
* tosanction the appointmentof any man, in whose talents 
* and principles they had not the highest confidence!” 
This is too much. What! my friend, expect both talent 
and principle ina Governor of India! flow very few 
Governors would have been ever sent cui, if such consi- 
derations had been allowed to interfere. Of talent, there 
is always great plenty in the market, such as it is; but 
principle is a very rare commodity, and 183 yet more 
rarely united with the other requisite. Of the talents of 
the perfortzer, Who can doubt; when it is remembered 
that he has made sumething out of nothing, in defiance 
of the Latin adage, ihat of nothing, nothing can be made. 
He also performed the very difficult part of an ambassa- 
dor, without any embassy, to the great satisfaction of his 
friends, and to his own great emolument; and I have 
heard it most confidently asserted, that 7f there had heen 
anything to do at Lisbon, that he verily would have dons 
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without charging one farthing more. Surely this is as 
ach as ought to be expected from any public man, who 
cmmences Lusiness in the statesman-line, as Mr. Can- 
woe did; and it is ungenerous to talk now of principle, 
chen it has been so long disregarded. This Indian ma- 
acer reminded his brethren, that “they had before now 
refused their assent to appointments which had taken 
place elsewhere, until a man of adequate talents and 
_-haracter had been nominated.” This smells of libel 
pon somebody. It is plainly meant to be inferred, that 
mproper characters had been nominated by the power 
dsewhere, and resisted by the Moguls of Leadenhall- 
jreet! And net content with libels upon past nomina- 
jons, the Indian manager libels the present power else- 
vhere, by Supposing that an improper nomination ze2ll 
ake place! This manager, however, fearless of the laws 
yaiust libellers, reiterated his urgent Cesire, that his 
olleagues would “ act with firmness in resisting the ap- 
“nintment of an individual who should not possess 
“their fullest confidence.” Nay, be even condescended 
(0 * implore them te let no earthly influence shake their 
“firmness and virlue, 12 opposing an improper appoint- 
‘ment!’ So much does this manager fear that an im- 
proper appointment will be made! If I were Mr. Can- 
ung, and deemed ‘all these libels levelled at me, 1 would 
lave a glorious revenge. Jf earthly influence could not 
preva, | would move all the powers of Hades, but I 
would be Governor of India. And when I was seated 
wn its more than regal throne, 1. would try who would 
lave the power to unseat me! The empire which they 
leemed me unfit to sovern, | would make my own; and 
release the millions of the East from the controul of four- 
nd-twenty merchants, who deem that rich and populous 
portion of the globe created only that they might make 
‘orlunes by the thraldom of its sons! This, my friend, 
* what will ene day come to pass. England will not 
Ons retain possession of the resources of this vast conti- 
nent, Some ambitious Governor-General, or some as- 
virus native chief, will erect the standard of an tnde- 
penitent emprre; and the ships of Europe will be com- 
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pelled to beg for cargoes, where they now monopolize 
commerce. The progress of knowledge ensures this re. 
sult. North America has thrown off the British yoke 
South America has thrown off the yoke of Spain and 
Vortugal. The West Indies are beginning to claim the 
independeace which it is only uecessary to assert in order 
to secure. Greece has thrown down the gauntlet to the 
Ottoman oppression ; and the Kast will ere long follow 
the general impulse, and proclaim itself competent to 
self-Government. If my /réend, Canning, can conquer 
the meaner love of money, here is a finer scope for bis 
talents than the service of the boroughmongers affords 
He has both éalent and ambition ; and since bis chal- 
lenve of Sir Francis Burdett, it may be presumed the’ 
he has courage. Let him then away for India, and 
shew the East what stuff a Governor should be made 
of. There is a glorious game to play, for one who has 
soul enough to venture for the mighty stakes. Here he 
can be nothing. Those who have engaged his services, 
think they have remunerated him sufficiently, for his 
abuse of the class from whence he sprung, and his denial 
of rights to men who have all the claims that he can bim- 
self urge to their possession. Jlow can he brook the 
smiling look of conscious superiority with which Castle- 
reagh looks down upon his labours, and rewards him with 
a nod of approbation !—or the complaisaut approval whieh 
even little Van thinks a condescension to bestow upon 
him, as he endeavours to surpass himself in his exertions 
to make the Commons—/augh! How different this, to 
the scene which India offers to his view. There he might 
reign the mighty lord of all the human species. There, 
all the parade of splendour, all the luxuries of wealth, 
all the power of undisputed greatness, await the daring 
and fortunate thrower of the die for independence! The 
prospect might charm a hermit from his solitude, and 
awake the fire of enterprize in the bosom of a monk ol 
the order of La Trappe! And it would require but little 
of the sophistry with which men deceive themselves = 
schemes for their own advantage, to reconcile this, om 
the purest dictates of conscientious reason. Certainly: 
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‘je might say) nature never created the [ast to form 

colony for ——— of mere revenue to English 
-horoughmongers ! Certainly the natives of India were 
not made upon the condition of toiling for the advan- 
“tae of a handful of Europeans, who repair thither to 
‘cather the golden harvests of the labour of the Indians, 
“and return to corrupt Europe, with the spoil of India. 
« Certainly, the enterprising chiefs, and indignant abori- 
» genesof that portion of the globe, ought not to be hunted 
«down like wild beasts, because they seek for that free- 
dom in their native wilds, to which it seems Providence 
‘hasgiven them an undoubted title! Assuredly, the right 
“would be on the sice of him, who would give India 
“freedom, and make its natural advantages the property 
‘ofits native citizens.” What anadmirable state paper 
“ould the eloguence of Mr. Canning produce in defence 
of such an achievement! How could his poetical powers 
embellish the institution of a native empire; Let 
him think of these matters. Ee may conquer the 
bstinacy of the Indian managers easily enough by 
threatening that if they obstruct his nomination to 
lidia, he will become the advocate of Redicad 
Reform! This is the great bugbear of the times! 
\ristocratic children are frightened to sleep with the 
words! and babies six feet high are no less terrified 
When they hear them pronounced. Let Mr. Canning 
use them wisely, and he will certainu!y succeed; and if 
he will give freedom to another hemisphere, he may 
he pard med his offences against liberty at home. In 
‘he Lope that thou wilt yet see this very great man, I 
remain. 

Thy friend and weil-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


———— 


\ITEMPTE D DE he SION OF THE FARMERS 


INTO A BELIEF OF THE BLESSINGS OF 
TAXATION, 





see eee 


, Lord Live rpool has unitated the conduct of Lord Cas- 
ereach. in the publication of the absurdities he utlered 
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in the House of Lords, relative to the causes of the na. 
tional distress. One ot the grossest of these absurdities 
is that ** the farmer wants a market,” which, if it had 
any meaning, must mean that there are no consume; 
for the produce on hand, and that it is rotting in the 
barns for want of mouths to eat it up. This is so erossly 
untrue, that only a man who was sheltered by his powe; 
from the responsibility of falsehood, would have dared {o 
give it utterance. The farmer does not want a market. 
but a profitable market. We can sell fast enough, at 
prices Which will not remunerate him. The lower the 
prices, the more there must be consumed ; for the more 
become able te purchase: but the mere consumption is 
not any relief to the farmer. If the prices were yet re- 
duced one half, a much greater quantity of produce 
would be consumed; for there are still thousands and 
tens of thousands, ‘vho are unable to procure as much 
food as their families could eat: but this increase of coa- 
sumption would not benefit the grower, under the dilem- 
ma in which he is now placed. The farmer is compelled 
to produce a certain quantity of money, for his rent and 
taxes ; and this he «ust produce, whether it be requisite 
to sell one quarter, one half, or three quarters of his 
stock for that purpose. This is the cause of his distress. 
He cannot lake his chance of favorable markets, or avoid 
the mischief of bad ones. He musé sedi. His capital 
has been long drawn upon by the taxation ; and having 
ao means independent of his produce, for the payments 
he must make, he is driven into the markets, into which 
his whole class is pouring at the same time, and unde 
the same pressing circumstances. The distress of other 
countrics is pot aggravated in this manner. If there i: 
little demand for produce, the farmer can regulate hi 
supply accordingly, because he is not scourged into the 
market by a rapacious taxation. [fe can wait until the 
demand rises to his price. But here he fas no suc 
means of self-defence. [Ef he does not take kis corn t 
sell, the taxgatherer will sell it for him, or. his landlor’ 
will seize it for arrears of rent. Bad markets are bell 
than sales by anction; and hence the markets are glult® 
aot with an excess of produce, but with an excess © 
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persons who must sell. actors, agents, &c., are soon 
aware of the condition of the principals ;—and those 
«ho must seil, must also take what they can get.— 
By removing the taxation, the parliament would furnish 
sustomers to the farmer, ultimately, to the same amount; 
for all expenditure ¢ goes to recompense labour, and the 
support of all labour i is bread. The war gave the farmer 
an artificial market, by which he appeared to gain; but 
by which in reality he was a loser; for the money was 
partly taken out of his pockets, with which his customers 
bought his produce at a high price. He did not feel it 
then, because his share of gt was taken out of the 
pockets of others, amounted to more than his share of 
the contributions. Now his contributions are much be- 
yond his share of the return; and a great portion of 
them are not returned at all, but pass into the accumu- 
lating funds of stock- jobbers, placemen, and sinecurists. 
The farmer, therefore, rightly calls for a diminution of 
taxes, which enable others to hoard, what he contributes, 
orto riot upon his labours. All ‘the paupers, which 
nave been made by the system of taxation, are so many 
customers taken out of the markets where they would 
have bought of the farmer; and are put inio the work- 
nouses for the farmer to feed : making all the vast differ- 
ence between the payment of eight millions, and the re- 
ceiving, at the lowest estimate of sixteen millions; or an 
injury to the farmer of twenty-four millions. ‘Phe con- 
sumption created by the employment of soldiers and sai- 
lors, is an unprofitable consumption; for the farmer 
must advance the money in the first instance to the Ge- 
vernment, which he afterwards receives for the food the 
soliiers, &c. consume ; so that it is, in fact, to give away 
Ws produce, and not to se i it. If Lord Liverpool 
thought his views cavrect, why does he countenance any 
reduction? instead of rola the army, he should re- 
wil cf te tis war complement. Instead of giving wp the 
Malt ’ tax, ne ought to have imposed a Property Tax. 


Instead of affecting to diminish salaries, he should have 


lin ce their amount. AH this would hav ‘e produced a 
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able demand, and only calculated to encrease the difficul. 
ties under which the country labours, He says, wha! 
taxes take trom one part oi society, ey ceive to another 
So they do :—and so, what a thief steals from another j. 
conveyed to himself, but neither the man who is robbed, 
nor the man who is taxed, for the benefit of others, 
receive any benefit themselves. ‘ Oh! but they do.” 
says his Lordship:—*‘ They get a part back again | 
Yes, in some cases, a small portion ts returned ; but it is 
no benefit. Ifa man is taxed twenty pounds a year, and 
receives live back again, he is not a gadner of five, but 
a loser of fifteen! just as aman whe is robbed of twenty 
pounds, and recovers five, is still robbed of fifteen. In 
hundreds, and thousands of instances, the payers of taxes 
do not receive back one farthing, in any shape, of the 
sum taken from them in taxation; but we have shewn 
that if the contributors did receive even the whole back 
again, and they could receive no more, they would stil 
be losers to the value of the produce which they furnish- 
ed in relurn for it, as the Government never returns it 
hut for offer value received, He says if taxes are taken 
trom Credulity and given to Cunning, that Farmer Bull 
has the same advantage as if Credulity was his only cus- 
tomer. But his Lordship should remember that taxes 
take from I’armer Bull as well as Credulity, to give to 
Cunning ; and what sheuld be the profit of Bull upon the 
purchases of the others, is taken from him, as his share 
of the taxes, and forthishe gets nothing. ‘Thedelusions to 
which our statesmen stoop, Lo postpone the terrible day o! 
reform, are as disgraceful as they are palpable! But 
the fatal consequences of their misrule are pressing 5° 
heavily, and encreasing so rapidly, that a very shor! 
period must bring it to this issue—either three-fourths 0! 
the people must be reduced tothe condition of mereslaves 
upon the soil, that one-fourth may be protected in ther 
usurpations—or that the one-fourth will be compellet 
to surrender their usurped power, and leave the good 
sonse of the majority to find its own way out of the diffi- 
culties in which an interested few have involved th 
nation. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XCIX. 
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“ My Masters of Misrulc! I havea crow to pluck with you.” 
Op Pray. 


507. If he forfeit his head, or be worthy of main punish- 
ments, that clippeth or corrupteth the King’s coin, or poisoneth 
acommon conduit,—of how much more punishment are they 
worthy, who corrupt a King with evil counsel, to the undoing 
of himself and all under him ?—Destderius Erasmus. De In- 
stitut. Pinctp. 1836. 


598. Itis not my fear of the confiscation of our church pro- 
perty from this example in France, that I dread; though I 
think this would be no trifling evil. The great source of my 
solicitude is, least it should ever be considered in England as 
the policy of a state, to seek a resource in confiscations of an 
kind ; or that any one description of citizens should be brought 
to regard any of the others as their proper prey. Nations are 
wading deeper and deeper into an ocean of boundless debt. 
Public debts, which at first were a security to Governments, by 
intrusting many in the public tranquillity, are likely in their 
excess to become the means of their subversion. If govern- 
ments provide for these debts by heavy impositions, they perish 
by becoming odious to the people: if they do not provide for 
them, they will be undone by the efforts of the most dangerous 
of all parties, —T mean, an extensive discontented monied inter- 
est, injured and not destroyed.— Right Hon. Edmund Burke. 
Reflections on the Revolution in France. 1790. 


See 


99. If there is one sight which must be more ridiculous 
than another in the eyes of superior intellizerice, it must be,— 
0 behold a poor worm of the human race looking with inso- 
lent hauteur on his fellow worms, and they glancing at him with 
reverential awe, because he happens to have a musty old piece 


Vou, VIII, No. 13. 
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of parchment in his possession, called a pedigrve.— Aphorisms 
7 YO¢ ’ 
vr a Glance at Human Nature. 1820, 


ae 


600. The Bill, * preventing dissolution of this Parliament: 
he [ King Charles 1., or rather Dr. Gauden, the real authoy 
of kikou Basilihe| calls, ‘an unparalleled act, out of the ex. 
“treme confidence that his subjects would not make an ill use 
“of it.’ But was it not a greater eontidence of the people, 
to put into one man’s hands so great a power, till he abused jt, 
as to summon and dissolve Parliament He would be thanked 
for trusting them, and ought to thank them rather for trusting 
hin; the trust issuing first from them, not from him. And 
that it was a mere trust, and not his prerogative, to call and 
dissolve Parliament at his pleasure; and that Parliaments were 
not to be dissolved, till all petitions were heard, all grievances 
redressed, is not only the assertion of this Parliament, but of 
our ancient law-books, which aver it to be an unwritten law of 
common right, so engraven in the hearts of our ancestors, ant 
by them so constantly enjoyed and claimed, as that it needed 
not enrolling. And if the Scots in their declaration, could 
charge the King with breach of their laws for breaking upthat 
Parliament, without their consent, while matters of greatest 
moment were depending, it were unreasonable to imagine, that 
the wisdom of England should be so wanting to itself through 
all ages, as not to provide by some known law, written or uu- 
written, against the not calling, or the arbitrary dissolving of 
Parliaments ; or that they who ordained their summoning twice 
a year, or as oft as need required, did not tacitly enact also, 
that as necessity of affairs called them, so the same necessity 
should keep them undissolved, till that were fully satisfied. 
Were it not for that, Parliaments, and all the fruit and benefig 
we receive by having Ahem, would turn soon to mere abusion, 
tt appears then, that if this Bill of not dissolving were an up. 
paralleled act, it was aknown and common right, which our av- 
cestors, under other Kings, enjoyed as firmly, as if it had been 
graven in marble; and that the infringement of this King first 
brought it into a writien act,—who now boasts hat as a great 
favour done us, which his own less fidelity than was in former 
Kings, constrained us only of an old unwritten right, to make 
anew written Act. But what needed written Acts, whereas 
anciently it was esteemed part of his crown-oath, not to dissolve 
Parliaments till all grievances were ‘considered * — Whiereuper 
the old ‘ Modi of Parliament’ calls it flat perjury, if he dissolve 
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them before; as 1 find cited in a book mentioned at the begin. 


this chapter, [Sadler's Rights of the Kingdom, )] to 


which and other law tractates, [ refer the niore lawyerly moot- 
ing of this point, which 1s neither my element, nor my proper 
work here, since the book which I have to auswer, pretends 
-eqson—not authorities and quotations; AND I HOLD REASON 
THE BEST ARBIFRATOR, AND THE LAW OF LAW 
opskLE.—John Milton.  Iconoclastes, an answer to Eiko 
Basilike, 1048. 


First then, a word or two, but without bitterness,— 
(And yet mistake me not, [am no flatterer 3) 
Concerning your government of the state ; 

In which the greatest, noblest and most rich, 
Stand in the first file—guilty. 
You have not, as good patriots should do, studied 
The public good, but your particular cuds : 
Factious among yourselves, preferring such 

To offices and honors, as ne’er read 
The elements of saving policy ; 

But deeply skill’d in all the principles 

That usher to destruction. 

Your senite-house, which used not to admit 

A man—-however popular, to stand 

\t the helm of government, whose youth was uot 
Made glorious by action, whose experience, 
Crowi'd with grey hairs, gave warrant to his counsel: 
Heard and receiv’d with reverence, is now Hilla 
With green heads, that determine of the state 
Over their cups, or when thetr sated lusts 

Afford them leisure; or supplied by those, 

Who, rising from base acts and serdid thrift, 

Are eminent for wealth, not for their wisdom ; 
Which is the reason that to hold a place 

Ju council, which was once esteem’d’an henoi, 

And a reward for virtue, hath quite lost 

Lustre and reputation, and is made 

A mereenary purchase. 


: 1 7 y i hy es 
Philip Massinger—The Bondman, a Tragedy, 1625. 


A civil war T shall grant is a terrible misfortune ; but i¢ 
from being the most terrible: for J had rather see my 
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country engaged in civil war, than see it tamely submit bat fy; 
one year to ministertal hondage. ‘Therefore, if this country 
shouid be reduced to the fatal dilemma of being obliged to 
vive up its liberties, or engage in a civil war, I hope no true 
Briton would balance a moment in his choice. Sip Watkins 
Williams Wynne. Debates in the Commons, 1715. 


603. The metropolitan church of St. Lorenzo, (at Genoa) 
was raised in the LI th century, and bears great evidence of its 
antiquity. The architecture is gothic, and the building is cased 
with black and white marble, which gives it the look of a chess- 
hoard. “Phe ignoble martyrdom of St. Lorenzo is depicted on 
the facade, tn basse relievo. The immense gridiron is evidently 
apatent one, and looks like the sign of a cook's. shop. The 
heart sickens over these frequent images of culinary martyrdom 
—every where boiling, broiling, frying saints, the product of 
legends as foolish as they are false. The worshippers of Apollo 
and Minerva were not persecutors. ‘The internal evidence in 
the nature of man is all against such fables; tor, where power 
and policy, the interests of church and state, do not interfere 
to inflame zeal, or to kindle persecution, such horrors have 
never been cisnuittiedl. Coutemporary historians are all sileut 
upon these histories, which are rendered still more improbable 
by their palpable contradictions of the known usages of antiquity. 
The first well authenticated a occurred only after the 
establishment of paid hierarchy, tired by interests which are 
not those of society at large. Then it was that intolerance 
stalked forth in all ler virulence, that the fageot was kindled, 
and the axe was raised 5 and thve consumers who burned their 
victims to day under one interest, were burned in their 
turn to-morrow, under another. The passion for representing 
martyrdom under all the magic influence of the arts, did great 
injury to society. The eye and heart were thus habituated to 
b loodshed, and rendered callous to suffering; while the most 
gloomy notions of providence deacdened mal sympathy, aud 
perverted the sense of moral truth. It likewise injured the 
purity of religion itself; for the greater sacrifice being made, 
the rest was supercrogation.— Lady Morgan, Italy. 1821. 


604. Monasteriesare but a kind of civil Bedlams, where those 
that would be otherwise troublesome to the world, are per- 
suaded to shut up theimselves.---Sanuel Butler. Thoughts 
upon Farious Subjects. 1600. 
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crom the Black Dwarfin Warwick Gaol to the 
Yellow Bonze at Japan. Ps 


WHIPPING OF SIR WILLIAM TURTLE. 


“ He who spareth the rod, spoileth the child '*’ 

Respected Friend of the Yellow Habits, 
One of the wonders of this wonderful city, next 
(most in rank to the wonderful learned pig, is the weon- 
erful fat alderman, called Sir William Turtle I have 
often mentioned him before ; and thou hast often found 
eaployment fur thy risible faculties, in laughing at his 
rise, his fall, and his rise again —through a series of an- 
cs that would mock the intricate turnings and twistings 
fthecrab! But | have now te introduce him in a new 
‘uaracter. ‘The world was used to call him a good-hu- 
noured numscull, who knew nothing but the multepli- 
ation table; and the quantity of wine and turtle requi- 
site to make a dinner for an alderman. I saw the world 
Was Wrong in this opinion. i easily perceived that the 
imirks and sjides in which he dressed the full moon he 
valis his face, were as fallacious as the whiskers of an- 
ther great man, whe shall be nameless, because what- 
‘yer may be the fact, Sir William Turtle is not proper 
“Mmpany fora ——! Your good-humoured men seldom 
‘ccumulate large hoards of money:—nor do your ordi- 
‘ary gluttons and wine-bibbers thrust themselves into 
“ery dusthole, out of which a penny may be picked. 
the fact of a fellow having.risen from nothing to mére 
CY imporiance, is a proof that he is a- keen, cunnirg, 
severing hunter after ‘* the means to rise :’—and 
cong dizressions he may make in his road, it is al- 
1S With the same view—that of picking up some- 
| Sir William could not soar to the golden heights 
; 4 Scenary What he has of brains would 


| Metcenary ambition. 
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ina work-house. But he could cramwd. the road wes 
safer, and the result more certain, though less rapid. He 
had been educated in opposition to the principles which 
he now professes; though I seriously believe that he 
understands not an tota either of those which it was at- 
tempted to teach him, or of those which he has thought 
proper to profess. In search of money, he had:the power 
of discerning that he musi go upon the ministerial high- 
way, and follow the tail of the minister, to pick up whai 
might be dropped ; as I have seen boys in this country 
tollow the post-horses, on the roads with baskets, to ob- 
tain the manure. And as the boys mind nol whether the 
manure fall from a grey horse, or a black one, Sir Wil- 
liam did not heed whetber he gathered the droppings of 
Mr. ox, or Mr. Pitt! They were alike to him, while he 
could pick up the crumbs that fell from the ministerial! 
table. His convivial habits, I have no doubt, were ac- 
quired with the same good intentions; and they have 
served him as well as his politics. In the corporation of 
London a man must eat and drink his way into the 
first importance ; and as the city is kind enough to de- 
fray the expence of ¢Ais dabour, the candidates make 2 
wouderiul proficiency. Sir William eat his road to the 
(auardianship of a certain Fund, which ought to have 
hoon sacred from the touch of cupidity, as destined for 
the assistance of the fatherless :—but something was tv 
‘be made of it, and Sir William took care that he should 
profit more than any fifty orphans ever did. The way 
was /egaé enough. There was no danger in it. It wa 
only honour that stood centinel over the funds ; and selt- 
interest found no difficulty in Julling honour to sleep. 
Large balances were kept in his hands, at a time when 
money would make money. The principal was regu- 
Jarly accounted for ; but the dteresé remained with Sir 
William, as a reward for his ¢reasurership. With a 
Alessing on his pious endeavours, he has become moli- 
-strously rich;.and has now made his debut the 
-eharacler of “' @ purse-proud Englishman,’ thar 
which it would be difficult to find a more whanse™ 


Seitenl | 
botnet Pappily he can be no mere than whimste 























VHEK BLACK DWARP 455 


» yo anerease Of bulk can put a sting into an earth- 
a Though the frog has swelled into the size of an 
he has oblaincd neither the horns nor the strength 

the latter animal. The frog is no more os a frog, 
jougl it is cerlainiy a mountain of acroaker! If fel- 
ws who have xvotiérg but money to recommend them, 
would not pretend to any thing besides their money- 
ngs, we might readily pardon the vanity that could 
yoast of the adya untage ; but itisthe folly of money- getting 
itizeus, to imagine that with eve ry guinea, they gather 
addition of wisdom, and that when they are as rich as 
ey can be, they are also as wise as they need to 
be: —and then they do so bluster,and stare, and bounce, 
nd look big, that they remind one of huge porpoises, 
ho roll about in the storm, with a shew of furious 
vamboling, as if they had created the breeze which 
em into a momentary notice, only to be stared < 
laughed, and fergotten. This Sir William isa mit 
fa certain house , remarkable for date hours, and 
yuestionable company :—and having heard a great deal 
ot nonsense tolerated there, thougat he might venture 
lo speak, as well as others who never read that— 


‘és ay 


Fat prunches make lean pates; and dam y bits 
Make rich the ribs, but banker-out the wits!” 

Insucha house, of course, he was successful, be'ng on 
ihe reghi side y for those who needed his vete would 
wot eare tor the rubbish with which it was accomnanied ; 
nl ou a recent occasion, this Socrates of Turtle, this 
Miato of Port Wine, thought fit to attempt to jest at the 
misdom of the corpore ition of London! As well might 
hing Log have censured the wisdom of the frogs, that 
‘pit upon him, when they found the monarch was but a 
Block! Thou mayest say, that he had one proof of 
lly against them—that the citizens had permitted him 
‘ohea member of their body. True—but it was the sin 
"their fathers—for Sir William has outlived all who 
“ou dh have thought him eligible when he was poor— 
— ep he can pr archi se the votes of many who do not 
Nok him € lizible now! But even their fathers had an 
The frogs thought King Log a very good King 
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when he was dropped amongst them :—and Sir W Thar. 
might have looked well enough, an‘ behaved well enoy h. 
when he first begged the votes of the simple citizens oj 
London! He was well enough qualified tor what may 
be called the routine of corporation duties—“ the war 
on port, on jellies, and on soup!” When he came for. 
ward to beg the ‘‘ sweet voices” of the citizens, all wag 
«mooth and quiet. Mr. Pitt had promised to bring 
about the cra of unalterable prosperity; and all was 
delightful, placid expectancy. As there appeared no 
necessity for any other wise man, than the heaven-born 
roinister, there could be but little reason for rejecting a 
jolly looking simpleton, when the only anticipated uses 
of corporation members, was the task of eating up the 
superfluity of their neighbours, Times have changed. 
Mr. Waithman, who could not procure a hearing ai 
one period, has at last triumphed over the great Sir Wil. 
ljain,—whose jests, whose smirks, whose smiles, have 
given way under the pressure of his misfortunes, and 
the man appears without his mask, abusing the corpora- 
tion, beeause the members will be Aés dupes no longer!: 
Fen years have passed since the influence of this rival of 
‘Gog and Magog began tv decline:—and ten years in 
bitter sorrow has he mourned the encreasing influence of 
his rival—until, become an absolute cipher, +n the assem- 
ly he once ruled, he has been reduced to the dilemma 
of venturing hissplecn inthe House of Commons-—-where 
dearraigns their wisdom, and censures them for folly. How 
ne came to use such words is a matter ofsurprise with some 
folks ;—-but the reason is plain enough. Parrots pick up 
‘nost readily the words they hear most frequently ; and 
the epithets designating folly which have been so often 
and so justly applied to himself, having made an impres- 
sion on his ear. he retails them to others, as the only 
fangnace ef opprobrium with which he is acquainted. 
Cati the mocking bird fool. or knave, and the bird wil! 
call every one by the same names. Hfence the abuse of 
Sir Wiliam Turtle! On 4 hursday last he was drawn 
out at full length, by a proposed vote of censure of = 
Common Couneil, fur the grass and ungentlemaniike 
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sooduct he exhibited on the presentation of the City Pe- 
tition, praying for an enquiry into the behaviour of the 
military, when the life of the Sheriff was endangered by 
their lawless violence! Sir William, faithfully treasur- 
ing Up all the language he had’ heard about his incompe- 
tence, repeated it with parrot fidelity, and currish hoarse- 
ness, against the Common Council. ‘* The matter was 
“ beyond their comprehension. They should not med- 
“dle with what they did not understand. They had no 
* right to interfere with matters above their wisdom and 
“energy. The Sheriff Aad better been at home. The 
“Committee were no better than meddling blockheads.” 
The House chuckled at this performance, with as much 
rlee, as the shepherd displayed wh» had taught his sheep- 
dog to bark something like the sounds of God save the 
King! If Sir William had danced a rigadoon before the 
Speaker, the assembly could not have been better pleas- 
ed. Ido not mean to deny, that the Common Council 
tas shewn a great deal of folly ; and I have some reason 
to believe that the Corporation of London stands as much 
m need of reform as the Boroughmonger Corporation ! 
The dinner given to the allied Monarchs, at an expense 
at many thousand pounds, when the poor houseless na- 
tives of the country were daily famishing in the streets 
lor want of bread—-with many other instances of folly, 
very nearly approaching the nature of crime, sufficiently 
testify that wisdom is not always mistress of the ascend- 
ant at Guildhall. But the laughable matter was, that 
Sit William should play the part of the blinking bird of 
Minerva, to complain of the absence of the goddess. To 
be plain with thee, the two assemblies are much upon a 
par with each other in point of wisdom. There are wise 
nen in both—but the preponderance of —— gentry We 
He hot name—is amazing. Yet of all the Members of 
tr hs ei want of ordinary public talent is 
a 7 es — wears the cap and bell. Not 
teal uler, Who swore at the “ littie man in the 
vale) © _can compete with him. fe reigns the un- 
mir master of all the Successors of Dogberry. The 
bree of folly has descended ta his hands :-—her laurels 
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are cowreathed round his brow—and never was Ue 
crown of dulness placed upon a worthier head. The Mj. 
nisterial Journals frequently amuse themselves with the 
burburous sport of allacking the want of wisdom of Mr. 
Waithman, Mr. Favell, and other conspicuous Member. 
of the Civic body. Now, if it were, or could, be proved, 
that such men were blockheads, to what an inconceival); 
degree of stupidity would Sir William be reduced! To 
sneer at them, is to sink Sir Williain below the intellec- 
tual capacity ef an ape. If they have not the ordinary 
capacity of men, Sir William cannot be superior in men- 
tal endowments to an ourang-outang. It is absolutely 
braming him, thus to mock at ris seperrors! Hk 
should really employ his influence with the Ministry to 
put a stop to this savage usage of so importaut an AUNi- 
liary. They may pretend to belabour his adversaries, 
while they are thus unmercifully loading him with 
stripes :—but he should get them to bear in mind, thal 
While they are attempting to shew his opponents are so 
many heedless Balaams, they ave actially demonstrating 
him to be not superior to the animal on which the pro- 
phet rode! I do not claim for any Member of the Com- 
mon Council, or Court of Aldermen, any extraordinary 
degree of talent; but I] will not insult any Member of the 
Corporation—no, not even the town cricr, by a compa- 
rison with the evident public incapacity of the Prince ol 
Turtle. fi is not many men who would have had theimpu- 
dence requisite to present themselves before an assembly 
witich they had characterized as a parcel of ignorant 
meddlers ; but the pride of a well-filled purse overlooks 
all decorums ; and Sir William presented himself to give 
further proofs of his fitness to censure folly. He said no 
man should shut his mouth. Poh! Nonsense ! It woul! 
require a large hand, to be sure, to close the aperture, 
but a slice of a loan, or any snug contract, from any admi- 
nistration, would effect the business. Does he remett- 
ber the old song :— 
“ Charles Pox | hailed, a mighty name 
The Constitution barbour 
Now Billy Pitt is just tie same, 
And so would be 
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Nat shut his mouth, indeed! Why che dithiculty i 
as in the case of the mouth of a al cael m fure allude: 
1, in getting him to open i intelli zibly. He fold tn 
Council to read the late address of tlie city to the King, 
{they could, withoui being ashamed of themselves 
| forg got to tell thee, that he has been elevated from hold i- 
ing up the t tii of a Minister, to that of following the tal 
of “the Monarch :; > and thus ‘aceustomed to behold With 
reverence the under part of the coat and breeches of 
King, he is quite astonished at the impudence of those 
who have the courage to look a Monareh in the face, and 
tell him fis servants are abusing their authority! Ready, 
perhaps, lo lick the sacred marks of a royal shoe, | dare 
ay he deems it high treason for any one to spil, though 
accilentally, upon any path over Which royalty has 
walked! [fe is a rare man to “ uphold the honour of 
‘the Corporation,” truly! He is a rare pillar for Aono) 
to lean against! We must deem the Corporation pos- 
sessed of little honour indeed, if he oe himself fit 
touphold it! Efe did not w ish the Corporation to be 
led by “Jesuits or Demagogues.” Certainly not. He 
would prefer that it should be led by such blockheads as 
a gentleman of his acquaintanee. Since he cannot dead, 
and is unable is drive, he hates all leaders, beeause he 
must be driven with the herd. Lis friends, however, 
tor he has fréeads (as no ric man ever was without 
them), wished to evade the vote of censure, though: the 
Baronet himself affected to think it of no importance e.-— 
His advocates said it would be more divniticd to fake no 
notice of him! ere was another unmerciful slap on 
the head for this loyal and venerable father of the city. 
His own partizans could find no better reason for his not 
bemy censured, than thut he was not worth censure ; 


that his eloquence in the Senate ought to be unidteal 
iN no rains light, than as 


‘A fale | 7 Yyoan , full of sound and fury, 
OS) gaify ing oie 
" 
This is a pretty defence, my friend, fur a man who 
iraigns the wisdom of others, is it not? “ Oh! pray 
doi hot mind him ; he does el mean What he says ; he 
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: iioes not know eens ne Is about > le was only endes 
vouring to please his masters: have mercy upon him 
‘* he has been gazing at the sun of royalty until his brain 
‘is turned ; do not notice him, or he will run quite 
‘¢ mad!” I[ would hang myself, rather tt ave suc 
ma ® myself, rather than have such 
defenders. But I do not counsel the Baronet to rid him- 
self of his plagues in the same manner ; for I would not 
have the world so cheated of its standing dish of amuse- 
ment. It is all the atonement he can make to the ase 
for his appearance in public, and [ trust its fund of mer- 
riment will long continue to supply the hours of political 
relaxation from sterner business. What would a city 
election be, without a speech from Sir William! Where 
would be the humours of the huslings, without an occa- 
sional orid from Sir William! What would be a city 
feast, without Sir William were present to empty the 
tureens! What would become of the Orphans’ Fund, 
if sir William did net take care of it? What would the 
{Touse of Commons do for a conjuror, when Mr. Can- 
ning shall have removed to India, if any accident should 
befal Sir Wilham? May fortune prevent any accident 
from happening to this, her favourele child! What 
becomes of common folks, is of little moment; but wher 
Sir William seeks the shades, we may well exclaim, 
‘© Take bim for all tn all, 
** We shall not look upon his like again.” 

It might be a little exaggeration, to begin the quota- 
tion with the words “he was A MAN!” if some philoso- 
phers have not exaggerated the essential qualities of such 
ai animal; though there is enough of him to make 2 
dozen such imps as myself, without the heads ; and there 
is money enough in his coffers to render it quite unneces- 
sary that his heirs should have any heads at all. Tt was 
sumething unkind, that bis doyad friends did not muster 
rather stronger. There is a new Alderman Tkompsob, 
who has lately entered the club of which Sir William tsa 
member. Does he think the infirmities of age have crept 
upon Sir William unawares, and that the language im- 
puted to him was the ravings of his dotage! I do not 
like to see this sort of backing one’s friends ; not do | 























TMH BLACK DWARE 4A} 


ike such apologies for Sir William as the Courzer offers, 
when it insinuates that he is like acoal* in a dark cellar, 
and does not burn, because he has not been thrown upon 
(he fire. It scems as if these worthies deemed the Ba- 
‘onet a sort of Sancho Pancha, whom they might botl: 
employ in their menial labour, and divert themselyes 
with in their hours of leisure. This is unworthy treat- 
ment. I do not see why the patience of any animai 
should be so abused. Nor is it decent to laugh at the ears 
of aquadruped, in those who derive their advantages 
from the load upon its back. 

[ would fain give the subject of these remarks some 
useful advice, but Tam afraid he is too old to learn. He 
las really laboured enough, and it is time that he re- 
tired from the stage, where he cannot remain much ion- 
ser, Lord Sidmouth has wisely gone behind the scenes. 
Let Sir William fellow him. He has enough to do for 
the remainder of his life, in making up his accounts 
with the Grand Master of the Orphan’s Fund! He has 
been busily employed ; and according to his professed 
creed, must have manifold offences to repent of: and re- 
pentanice is the work of solitude and reflection. Every 
man should allow himself a little interval between 
business and death. Should he listen to this advice, 
{ would advise him further to closet himself with his 
piritual adviser, and settle the absolute interpretation 
of the text, that denounces endless torments to him who 
calls his brother, fool ;—and that which declares it im- 
possible for the rich man to enter the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


~~ 
~~ 





& . . 4 i i 
; The Courier says diamond ! but it evidently means a black 
Hamond, or in or 


: dinary language, a piece of coal: for after all the 
Tubing wh} h §; rip: S : *. . ° 
rhe Which Sir William has received, it is certain he would shine, 
ian was at all susceptible of polish ; but he remains as dull as ever ; 
ae ao questiocabie whether he could he ignited so far as to emit 
late” spark. He may, therefore, after all, bea mere piece of 
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VR. HUNT AND MR. CARLILE, 


In acknowledging the receipt of various articles. 
upon the difference, (for it does not deserve the name of 
a dispute) which has arisen between these parlies, we 
take the opportunity of stating, that it is not our inten- 
tion to give the matter any further currency through the 
medium of our pages. Our determination rests upon 
this plain truism—that stich altercations can have no good 
effect, and they may be productive of as much mischief to 
the cause of reform, as past dissentions have been. For ow 
own parts, we have lone determined to look only to the 
great principles for which we contend ; and neither to 
turn to the right hand, or to the left, to notice any per- 
sonalities that may arise between individuals, We have 
real and avowed cnenrics enough to contend with, in 
the open field ; and need not waste our strength in con- 
flicts with those who profess to have the same object in 
view, because they chuse to take a different road. When 
men differ, leteach take his own path and not molest 
each other. There is ample scope for every description 
of service; and no nan hasa right to censure another, for 
preferring a different read. The friends of reform are nol 
listed under the banners of any individual. They fol- 
low those important principles, on which they believe 
the common good of the people to depend: and no one 
possesses the right of peremptorily dictating the line ol 
conduct which a nation should adopt. Those who advise 
the people should address themselves to ¢heir reason ; 
aud not prescribe certain favorite dogmas as absolutely 
essential rules of action. It is the common mistake 0! 
enthusiasm, to believe itself ¢nfadlible ; and it matters 
little in what cause the enthusiasm is exercised. The 
result is always thesame. It may besaid that every mat 
who pretends to advise others, believes that he is 10 the 
right. But enthusiasm goes farther. It is not only col 
fident of being correct itself; but it insists that every one 
shall confess that it is so, without any other proofs than 
its assertion—and it would rather decide for the world, 
than furnish the means for the world to decide fe! 
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(O THE BIRMINGHAM PATRIOTS FRI EWD SOCLETY 
Unite wed conquer! 


PeLLOW-COUNTRYMEN, 


In presenting you my most grateful ackuowledg- 
ments, for the pecuniary assistance which ft have received at 
vour hands, | cannot, at the same time, refrain from = congra- 
tnlating you upon the success of your traly patriotic and excel- 
lent Institution, After the unfortunate and much-to-be-regretted 
breaking up of the late Union Society, the people of Birming- 
ham remained for some time inactive; but your proceedings 
Lave amply proved, that the feeling of «he public was right, 
ind stood in need of nothing but being properly appealed to. 
The Reformers of Coventry { undersiand, have established a 
snilar society to yours, and from what TP have heard of the 
people of Leicester, TP think it is probable that they wil soon 
lollow the patriotic example. The assistance oF eloquent 
speakers, amt men of splendid talent, is not essential to. the 
success of such institutions. Common sense, with zeal and 
honesty, are the only requisites. 

[know there are persons, and persons too prefessing to be 
the friends of liberty, who discountenance all exertions of this 
Kind, under the plea that nothing can be dove; that all exer- 
hous wre useless. But these gentlemen forget, or rather do not 
choose to remember, that the former exertions of the Reforim- 
ers have done a great deal. What was it, but the great meetings 
inall the principal manufacturing towns, and the formidable 
appearance which the Radicals presented, that drove Ministers 
'o pass Peel’s Bull? by the operation of which the burthen has 
been removed from the backs of the friends of Reform, and 
placed upon those of its late enemies. But this is not all. Peel’s 
Bill has not only been the means of putting food into the bellies 
Of the Radicals, but also sense into the heads of the Farmers ; 
and thereby rendering some of the greatest and most inveterate 
fhemies of Reform, its warmest and most zealous advocates. 
Even those men of empty heads and full pockets, the rich ma- 
hufacturers, must now see, if indeed they are not absolutely 
‘tupid, that if it had not been tor those meetings, which they 
rr imgiicis and so much deprecated, and for attending 

ey were so instrumental in sending people to gaol, that 
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they themselves must have been im the end totally ruined 

Bat some people will be inclined to deny, what Tam here cop: 
tending for. Let those people read the report of the great 
Norfolk meeting ; aud particulary the excellent speech of my 
Lord Suffield. ‘The following observations, too, from the 
speech of a Leneficed clergyman, the Rev, John Wing, at the 
Thorney Agricultural Distress Meeting, will be found worthy 
their consideration : —* ‘The example cf the mannfacturer,” said 
the Rev. Gentleman, “ proved the utility of complaint. Theis 
prosperity is now trumpeted forth, as a set off to the distress of 
the Farmers. But had not they complained? Yes, indeed; 
‘nd to some purpose, too. ‘Their clamour, as Lord London. 
derry would say in his own curious language, had fructified to 
their advantage, and restored them to the dimensions of pros- 
perity! It had given them those low prices, and that cheap 
bread, which were now ruining the Farniers. God forbid, that 
he should envy those poor men their cheap bresd ; or that lie 
should hold out the doctrine, that the Farmers could only hope 
to thiive by the privations and sufferings of their fellow-crea- 
fures. He did not mean this; but he did mean, that Mr. 
Peel’s Bill, which had produced the low prices, had beer 
hurried forward to stop the mouths of the clamorous manu- 
facturers. Hard-hearted as Ministers were, he did not believe 
fey would have risked all the distress and discontent they had 
occasioned among the Farmers, without some important object 
to. answer elsewhere ; and the silencing of the manufacturers, 
if tt were not convenient to cut any more of their throats, 
was certainly an important object.” | 

Tkus far the Rev. John Wing, Do not, fiowever, mistake 
me. IJ do not mean to say, that the manufecturing Radicals 
are in a prosperous state ; but I do mean to say, that they are 
better off than they were, and tlrat their late enzmies, the Far- 
thers, are a great deal worse off. And this, I contend, has 
been brought about by radical meetings, and by radical meet- 
mgs alone. The importance of a man may, in some degree, 
be estimated, by the quantum of punishment inflicted upon 
him when in the power of the enemy; and depend upon it, the 
imprisoned Radicals (Mr. Hunt in particular) have'not bees 
subjected to such umleard of sentences for doing nothing. 

To assist these individuals, who cannot assist themselvé 
(they do wot ask remuneration for their losses), ought to be a 
principal object with the Reformers. Depend upon it, prsens 
are wot places of ease, or comfort. If 1 may be allowed to 
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speak of myself, without the imputation of egotism, an impu- 
‘stion, by the bye, for which I care very little, Tecan say, that 
my prison-house has been to me a house of woe. Dear and 
near relations, sisters with whom all my early associations ure 
connected, and with whom I spent the happy hours of child- 
hood, have sunk into the silent grave, without my being per- 
witted to take a last farewell, to bid them a final adieu. They 
wem, indeed, to be snatched from me by the hands of the 
appressor. These things, however, I can willingly, though 
not always cheerfully, suffer; in as much as] know, that J am 
not suffering in vain, or without the sympathy of my fellow- 
countrymea. But they have no tendency to reconcile one to 
that tyrannic system, against which I have sworn to combat, 
till either myself or the enemy shall be no more. 
If I interpret the signs of the times rightly, the reign of 


‘' Brute violence, and proud tyrannic power,’ 


is drawing to a close. Depend upon it, Reform is much nearer 
than our tyrants imagine. The day is fast approaching when, 
to use the language of Job, ‘the congregation of the hypo- 
crites shall be desoiate, ana fire shall consume the tabernacles 
of bribery.” I remain, 


Your fellow-labourer in “the Good Old Cause,” 
W, GREATHEAD LEWIS. 
Oukham Gaol, March 13th, 1822. 


~~ 








—_—————- 


APPEAL TO THE PATRIOTS OF FRANCE 
AND SPAIN. 





TO THE EDIFOR. 


when we take im view the quantum of free and manly. 
seuhment with which the glorious revolution of the latter eud 
°F the last century inspired so Jarge a part of Europe, 
ind cousider the portion of that spirit which still, secretly 
“T OWeniv, auumates the human bosom; we are enchanted with 
‘He prospect it afiords of future freedom, and rational govesn- 
meat, fo every civilized country of the earth. We grant that 
ow the seeds sown by that necessitated change of things, there 
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sprany forth also some baneful plants; but fruet also fell frots 
the tree of tiberty that succeeding despotism could not Wholly 
destroy ; Be its virtue impre gated the soil, and fitted it for 
the reproduction of that gift of Heaven, without which 
souls truly noble and independent, cannot be happy, or at rest. 

When France indignantly cast from her the ignominy of a- 
Bourbon government, aud cherished the liberality of repub- 
licanism, a brilliant promise was given of the regeneration of 
nations, and the revival of Spartan times. The sublime spec- 
tacle presented to the eyes of Frenchmen, in the freedom 
and simplicity of England's es colonies, would, it 
oo have been the cuide, as It had been the exciter, 
of their new-born and magnanimous spit. Bursting from 
the roel cave of monarchical slavery, they were di zzled by 
the sudden blaze of liberty and unclonded reason, and rush. 
ed into excentricities which revived the afflicted ne of dis- 
mayed tyrants. “Phe opposition of these exercised and matured 
the talents of the greatest hero of ee times; and the 
domination of one dynasty was succeeded by another. ‘The sub- 
jucation of Napoleon, therefore, was not the loss of Freuch free. 
dom; for it had been vanished in the new creation of an Empe- 
ror: but the gyst of the evil was the re- lniposition of the old 
tyrannical fal nily. Phe disgrace of the restoration of the Capets 
iy UStd: like that of the Stuarts in 1600, will prove indelible 
wid eternal; even their re-ejectment, however soon it may 
happen, will not clear away the stain, But both in France 
and in Spain, there are natrint spirits that feel, and minds 
that compre hend, they alne of rational eovernment, and that 
are mdi a nunt at the absurdity of the hi ippiness of illions beiny 
subyec ted to the eaprice Of a single man ; to men whose judg- 
ment, we well know, monareby, in its best state, is suthiciently 
humiliating to human nature; but in the form of a despotism, 
decrading to the last degree. 

‘Vo the patriots then of France and Spain, we address out 
uleas, as real levers of liberty and the dignity of man. The 
field of happiness and eternal clory courts their view, and 
challenges their prowess; and to view with supimeness the 
elorious prospect, would be to slight the invitation of virtue 
wit honor. Man was as much born to be free as to be fed: 
nd the form of government that invades the rights bestowed 
upon him by lis maker, is tyrannical and unjust. Kings are 
fond enough of boasting of their lawful and legitimate power; 
but ure not equally prone to explain how their power becaie 
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‘aj and legitimate. Who, let us’ ask, and what made it 
iwi re ~ 
\? This they do net condescend to tell us. 


« 


Assuming for 
heir arbitrary measures the sanction of tlie Ornnipotent, they 
continually ascribe their authority to the Grace of God; and 
presume to make treaties in the name of the Sacred Trinity, 
wdto dignify their conspiracies against the liberties of manhind, 
wih the appellation of Holy Alliances / But this cant of 
Crowns is uo longer effective. The political storm that Europe 
nas witnessed, not only cleared the political atmosphere of 
many foul and noxious vapours, but rent asunder the veil 
of the Temple of Liypoerisy, and exposed the chicanery of 
the craft’ Yes, we repeat it—the state of the human mind is 
changed ; and the seli-acquired freedom of Spain was scarcely 
necessary to the emancipation of her trauspyrenean neighbour. 

For ourselves, We must sax, that we are far from thinking 
withsome of our cotemporaries. that should France indicate a 
‘isposition to move, the countenance of the Spanish patriots 
would any way tend to promote the very cause their present 
virtue is resisting; that by furnishing a plea for the interference 
of the myrmidons of an Alexander, a Frederic, or a Franets, 
even of the three in conjunction, they would endanger, if 
not overthrow, the bulwark raised by Spanish patriotism. 
Qu the contrary, it ts our decided opimion, that notwithstand- 
ny the preparation, and the numbers, of despotic hordes, aye, 
ud the aiding barrangues and intrigues of discarded, and 
vengeful priests, that the deep and manly sense, now generally 
entertamed of the just rights and independence of nations, 
would not render it advisable in the absolute rulers to again 
make the clear and impreseriptable claims of mankind a ques- 
Ton of the sword, ‘Fyranny hes been lucky; but in our judg- 
nent, would have so little chanee of succeeding a second 
‘ine, that we should feel nothing like apprehension, were the 
Peninsula, to-morrow, invaded by her combined bayonets. 
tthe assault were more formidable than that sustained by the 
ist revolutionists of Prauce, the resistance would be more pre- 
pared and united ; and there would be a neighbour whose 
vosom would not fail to be re-kindled, and whose strength 
Would not be denied toa cause so glorious as that in which 
‘much of her own be: blood was generously spilt. 

\tter all that has been uttered against the French revolution, 
nd the magnanimous spirits by which it was commenced and 
‘“pported, let any sober and impartial man ask himself, what 


‘ ! ' . . 
Youd have been the state of Hurope at this moment, had 
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hose patriots never been born, and that re@plution never taken 
place; and that is including the suppositiofi, that the revoly. 
tion of Ainerica had never taken place ; for it was as impossible 
for intelligent Frenchmen to be sent by their tyrant to give 
freedom to the Western World, as it was for the Colonies of 
England to be any longer blind to the imjury inflicted upon 
them by the harsh, unjust, and protracted domination of their 
unnatural mother. Let any reflecting man, we say, suppose 
that European despotism had not received these checks, 
and coolly tell us, whether a single vestige of liberty had now 
reraained in this quarter of the globe: whether in Spain, free- 
dom had dared to erect her noble front; or in France, the 
baseness of the Ultras had been partially counterbalanced by 
the Liberals ? And, not to confine ourselves to our own cis-atlap- 
tic regions, had the independence of the United States been re- 
sponded to by the happy hberation of their Southern neigh- 
bours? Had England—that England so prone to boast of her 
unextinguishable spirit—had England herself retained a single 
spark of the noble fire elicited by regal oppression from the 
bosoms of patriotic ancestors? -Certainly nof. That five, more 
than half smothered, was wasting away in the smoke of a 
criminal apathy; and the world had soon been doomed to an 
eternal night of darkness and slavery ‘This precious island 
—this diamond set in the silver sea—is it any more thap 
half saved? Every Englishman who understands and loves 
the blessings of liberty, will say Wo. Our rights and priv- 
leges have long been dwindling, together with our ardour and 
resulution: and if not countenanced, inspired, and encouraged 
by the noble examples of French and Spanish patriotism, we 
should soon be completely at the mercy of domestic despotism. 
i remain, yours, é&e. 


AGRICOLA, 


—- 














TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Third Letter to Lord John Ruasell has beeg received, and 
will be attended ty. 


» 


—_—_ 





Privted and Pabhshed by T. J. WOOLER, 76, Fleet Street, 
where all communications (post paid) sre requested te be seep 





